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The Trend of Business 


IN THE UNITED STATES 

Business Activity for the 4-week period ending June 18 
was up 1 per cent from the previous four weeks, 14 
per cent from the corresponding period in 1954, and for 
the first 5 months of the year was 12 per cent above last 
year, according to the New York Times index. 

Freight Car Loadings for the same 4-week period were 
up 2 per cent from the previous four weeks, 14 per cent 
from the corresponding period in 1954, and for the first 
5 months of the year were 9 per cent above last year. 

Bank Debits outside of New York City were up 9 per 
cent in May from April, 17 per cent from May 1954, and 
for the first 5 months of the year were 10 per cent above 
last year. 

Industrial Production, as measured by the Federal Re- 
serve Board index, was down 1 per cent in May from April, 
but was 10 per cent above May 1954, and for the first 5 
months of the year was 9 per cent above last year. 

Electric Power Production was up 3 per cent in May 
from April, 16 per cent from May last year, and 14 per 
cent for the first 5 months of the year from last year. 

Bituminous Coal Production was up 12 per cent in May 
from April, 33 per cent from May 1954, and for the first 
5 months of the year was 19 per cent above last year. 

Steel Production was up 2 per cent in May from April, 
38 per cent from May 1954, and for the first 5 months 
of the year was 29 per cent above last year. The steel 
industry operated at 97 per cent of theoretical capacity 
in May. 

Construction Activity as measured by the value of con- 
tracts awarded was down 6 per cent in May from April, 

(Continued on page 2) 


IN OHIO 

Bank Debits in 16 Ohio cities were up 7 per cent in May 
from April, 15 per cent from May 1954, and 6 per cent 
for the first 5 months of the year compared with last year. 


Agricultural Income was down 1 per cent in May from 
April, 7 per cent from May 1954, and for the first 5 
months of the year was 10 per cent below last year. As 
compared with May 1954, income from dairy products, 
grains, and poultry and eggs was up 4 per cent in May, 
but income from meat animals was down 18 per cent. For 
the first 5 months of the year as compared with last year 
income from grains was up 7 per cent, but income from 
dairy products was down fractionally, from poultry and 
eggs, 6 per cent, and from meat animals, 21 per cent. 


Electric Power Production was up 8 per cent in May 
from April, 27 per cent from May 1954, and for the first 
5 months of the year was 22 per cent above last year. 


Bituminous Coal Production was up 3 per cent in May 
from April, 19 per cent from May 1954, and 16 per cent for 
the first 5 months of the year as compared with last year. 


Retail Sales of Independent Dealers were down frac- 
tionally in May from April but were 10 per cent above 
May 1954, and for the first 5 months of the year were 8 
per cent above last year. 


Department Store Sales were down 6 per cent in May 
from April but were 9 per cent above May 1954, and for 


the first 5 months of the year were 5 per cent above last 
year. 


New Passenger Automobile Registrations in 49 counties 


were down 8 per cent in May from April but were 48 per 
cent above May 1954. 
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Business in the United States 
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but was 13 per cent above May 1954, and for the 
first 5 months of the year was 29 per cent above 
last year. For the first 5 months of the year as 
compared with last year residential construction was 
up 38 per cent, nonresidential construction, 20 per 
cent, and public works and utilities construction, 28 
per cent. 

Retail Sales of Independent Dealers were down 2 
per cent in May from April but were 8 per cent 
above May 1954, and for the first 5 months of the 
year were 8 per cent above last year. 

Department Store Sales were up 1 per cent in May 
from April, 8 per cent from May 1954, and 7 per 
cent for the first 5 months of the year as compared 
with last year. 

Commodity Prices at Wholesale were down 1 per 
cent in May from April and from May 1954, and for 
the first 5 months of the year were 1 per cent below 
last year. 

Retail Food Prices were down fractionally in May 
from April, were 1 per cent below May 1954, and 
for the first 5 months of the year were 1 per cent 
below last year. 

Manufacturing Employment was up fractionally 
in May from April, 4 per cent from May 1954, and 
for the first 5 months of the year was fractionally 
above last year. 


FOOTNOTES FOR BULLETIN TABLES 


tChanges in number of failures; *Figures in parentheses show 

number of firms reporting this month ; Data not available; *Only 

percentage of change available; 4Adjusted for seasonal changes; 
Seren of Business Research estimate; ‘Adjusted for number of 
working days; *Data cover county area; “Includes additions, 
alterations and a along with residentia: and non-residen- 
tial; “Less than firms reporting; »Preliminary; ‘Revised; 
Weighted ; Less 0.5% ;¥More than 1,000% increase. 
Primary Sources: 

Computed from original data collected by the Bureau of Busi- 
ness Reseach from: ‘Ohio Dyers and Cleaners; *County Clerks 
; *Local and Light Companies. 

Computed by the Bureau of Business Research from data col- 
~~ in -~ ce with: ‘Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. 
omme: 

Guseutet “by the Bureau of Business Research from data of: 
5Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System; and from 
sample data supplied by: ‘Life Insurance Agency Management 
Association ; 7Federal Power Commission; *F. W. Dodge Corpor- 
ation ; Division of Research and Statistics of the Ohio Bureau 
of Unemployment Compensation, collected in ona | with 


the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. mae. of Labor; “Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, U. S. Dept. of 

Other data sources: “New York Times: of 
American Railroads ; %Dun and Bradstreet, Inc.; “U. Dept. 


of Commerce; “U. s. Dept. of Agriculture; “American eS and 
Steel Institute; Commercial and Financial Chronicle; “Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, U. S. Dept. of Labor; Federal Reserve 
Board; ®Federal Power Commission; “Bureau of Mines, U. 8. 
Dept. of the Interior ; “National Machine Tool Buiiders’ Associa- 
tion; *F. W. Dodge Corporation ; “Standard and Poor’s Corpora- 
tion; ™Dept. of Agricultural Economics, O0.S.U.; *Division of 
Research and Statistics of the Ohio Bureau of Unemployment 
Compensation ; "Steel, 
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« U. S. Reference Data 


CHANCE FrRoM 
MonrTH Last YEAR 
May Apr. 
ITEM 1965 1966 May Mav 5 
1955 1955 mos. 
Unit from | from 1955 
or Index Apr. May from 
Base Period ® (r 1955 1954 1954 
General Business 
Totals or Average Indexes for % % % 
4 weeks Ended on Indicated Dates 
Bus. Activity" 6-18-55 Comp. Norm. 208 205 + 1 + 14 + 12 
Feght. Carloadings™ 6-18-55 ..Thous. 3,073 3,003 + 2 + 14 + 9 
Com. Failures’ 6-18-55 ... “Number 851 90: —- 6 +2 — 2 
Calendar Months 
¢ Bank Debits (Excl. NYC)5* 1947-49 173 1459 + 9 +17 +10 
Income (Seas. Adj. at An. Rates) : 
Tot. Pers. Income Pay.*-¢ Bil. Dol. b 296 b b b 
Salaries and Wages Inc.+.¢ 202 b b b 
Non-Agricultural Inc.4.4 b 284 b b b 
Agr. Inc. (Cash f. Mktgs.)*5 1985-39 b 299 b b b 
Life Ins. Sales®.............1947-49 207 200 + 3 + 19 + 17 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate*...% Capacity 97 Go + 2 +37 + 27 
Employment and Pay Rolls 
«No. Employed—Mfg." ..... 1947-49 104 104+ + 4 + 
¢ Pay Rolls—Mfg." ... 150 147 + 2 + 11 + 6 
Total Employed (Nonagric.) Thous. 55,740 655,470 + * + 3 + 1 
Total Unemployment“ ....... 2,48! 2, —16 —2 —11 
Production 
¢ Industrial Prod. ..........1947-49 137 1 — 1.+10 + 9 
Elec. Power Prod.™.....Mil. K.W.H. 43,354 42,035 + 3 + 16 + 14 
itum. Coal Prod.”.....Thous. Tons 38,840 34,620 + 12 + 33 + 19 
Steel Prod. Av. Wkly. Thous. Tons 2,332 2,288 + 2 + 38 + 29 
Pig Iron Prod.®........Thous. Tone 6,805 6,385 + 7 +47 + 26 
Mach. Toole—Shipments® .. 181 18 + —33 — 42 
Mach. Toolsa—New Orders*. . 244 178 +37 +75 + 34 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 
tn 4 (8 Mos. Mov. Av.)...1947-49 286 290 — 1 + 22 + 30 
secvececcccecess ed hous. Dol. 2,185,065 2,322,085 — 6 + 13 + 29 
1,011,310 1,070,129 — 5 + 23 + 38 
Non-Residential® cod 725,755 706019 + 3 + 8 + 20 
. Works and U ” 448,000 545,937 —18 + 5 ++ 28 
Distribution 
Retail Sales ............-Mil. Dol. 15,323 15,622 — 2 + 8 8 
* Dept. Store Sales®...........1947-49 115 114 + 1 + 8 7 
Prices18 
* Wholesale Commod. Prices 1947-49 110 1 
Retail Food Prices .......... ” 111 l1le— * — 2 — 2 
Banking and Finance 
CHANGE From 
ITEM June 15 | June 16 | June 17 Lest ‘Lest 
Base Period| 1955 1964 1953 | Month | Year 
Amt. | Per Ct. 
Federal Reserve Banks” $ %o 
U.S. Gov. Securities ..Mil. Dol. 23,554 24,910 25,154 — 568 — 5 
Member Bank Borrowings ” 837 13 289 + 512 +6511 
Member Banks—Lead. Cities’® 
44,275 39,393 39,654 + 965 + 12 
Bus. & Agr. Loans and 
m Mkt. Paper .. ” 23,355 21,973 22,986 + 618 + 6 
Brok. & other Sec. Ins. ” 00: 3,011 2,485 + 238 + 33 
Real Estate Loans... ” 1,797 6,623 6,298 + 140 + 18 
Other Loans ...0.... ™ 8,988 7,743 893 + 225 + 16 
* Total Investments ..... ” 41,584 42,290 36,986 — 887 — 2 
* U.S. Gov. Obligations .. ” 32,842 34,058 29,528 — 901 — 4 
Demand Deposits ..... ” 57,726 56,166 54,981 + 1,432 + 3 
21,600 20,745 18,469 + 104 + 4 
loney® 
Mon Cireulat: md 30,033 29,803 29,970 + 207 + 1 
Gold 21,676 21,925 22,6138 + 3— 1 
Security Markets™ 
Stock Pres ndex, 5-89 342 245 197 + 25 + 40 
20 ail : . 260 178 169 + 10 + 46 
= - 154 134 117 + 2+14 
ATE (hgh.gr.) 3.027 2.870 8.408 + .007 + 
* Indicates Series Charted (page 2). For Sources and Footnotes, see page 2. 


Ohio Reference Data + 


CHANGE From 
LAST 
Month Last 
May Apr. 
ITEM 1955 1955 May May 5 
x 1955 1955 mos. 
Unit from | from 1955 
or Index Apr. May from 
Base Period ® (r) 1955 1954 1954 
General Business 
o lo % 

* Bank Debitstt (16 cities)...1947-49 171 wo 
Commercial Failures** . - Number 33 22 +650 +10 —12 
Commercial Liabilities? Thous. Dol. 1,394 5664 +147 + 68 — 28 
Life Ins. sce 194 188 + 3 +21 +18 
Agr. Income*®—Total........1935-89 283 286 — 1 — 7 —10 

Mont 299 320 — 7 —18 
345 331 + 4 + 4+ 7 
Poultry and HeBBeccccccee 198 209 — 5 +4 — 6 

Elec. Power Produc.7:t ..... 187 1738 + 8 +27 +22 

Bit. Coal Prod. 4 wks. Thous. T 2,959 2,868 + 3 +19 + 16 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)’ 

¢ Total (3 Mos. Mov. Av.)... 1947-49 b 359 b b b 
396 324 + 2 +15 + 25 
441 453 — 2 + 5 + 36 
Nonresidentialt ....... = 369 288 +30 +55 + 30 

. Works & ” 360 140 +157 —12 —10 
Distribution 
Retail Sales‘: 
a All Lines¥ (1687)* ...... 1947-49 143 143 — * +10 + 8 
All Lines¥:4 (1687) ...... ” 146 1422 + 3 +10 + 8 
All Lines¥»t (1687) ...... ” e e + 4 +10 + 8 
pe eee oo 139 141 — 2 + 1 + 3 
100 118$—12 + 7 + 4 
Furniture (117) ...... ~ 116 104 + 12 + 11 + 5 
Bldg. Mat. & Hdwe. (338) - 157 146 + 7 + 21 + 14 
Dept. Store Sales (33).. ” 108 14—6 +9 + 5 
Dyers’ & Cleaners’ Sales* (34) pss 143 1400 + 2 +11 + 41 
Psgr. Car Reg., New? (49 cos.) ” 186 202 — 8 + 48 + 35 
Truck Reg., New? (47 cos.) umber 2,976 2.717 +10 +24 + 1 
Used Car Reg.? (38 cos.) ... 87,555 91,849 — 5 + 18 + 23 
Placements, Unemployment and Unemployment Compensation26 
Placements by O.S.E.S......... -No. 41,027 32,505 + 26 + 55 + 40 
Reg. for Work with O. —_-- ane 86,725 97,997 —12 —45 — 20 
Total Benefit Pmts.......7 4,564 219 —27 —60 — 31 
Av. Receiving Benefits Wkly....No. 41,762 56,304 — 26 —59 — 27 
Wkly. Benefits per Recipient...Dol. 28.57 18 — 2—_4— 1 
Unemp. Comp. Fund.......Mil. Dol. 603 697 + 1 — 7 b 
Employment, Pay Rolls and Hours Worked 
Number Employed? : 

1947-49 105 104 + 1 +1 2 

Manufacturing’ (2794) ..... 105 104+31#+4 — 1 

¢ Trade and Pub. Utils.¥ (4398) a 108 108 — * — * — 1 

e Construction (810) ......... ” 87 80 + 8 —M4 —18 
Pay Rolls®: 

155 151 +3 +9 + 4 

e Manufacturing’ (2794) ..... sR 163 158 + 3 +15 + 7 

Trade and Pub. Utils. 148 1447 +1 + 656 + 8 

¢ Construction (810) .... = 128 114 +12 —15 —19 

e Man-Hours—Mfg.°v (2745)... ~ 109 1077 + 2 +10 + 2 
Wage Earner Mfg.” 

Av. Hours Worked Wkly. ......No. 41.3 40.7 +1 +5 + 4 
Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)19 
CHANGE FroM 
June 15 | June 16 June 17 | 
Unit Amt. | Per Ct. 
Cleveland Fed. Reserve $ % 
U.S. Gov. Securities Phone Dol. 2,024,285 2,135,007 2,363,354 — 5,037 — 5 
Member Bank Borrowings ” 85,307 7, 70 11,750 +7 70,337 + 7 
Member Banks—4th District 
© Titel 2,770 2,404 2,530 + 72 + 15 
rs Bus. & Agr. Loan and 
Open Mkt. Paper .. ” 1,310 1,263 1,487 + 7 +4 
Brok. & “Other Secur.” 
224 140 112 + 27 + 60 
Real Estate. Loans... 2) 640 524 474 + 11 + 22 
Other Loans ........ ” 592 510 476 +- 8 + 16 

¢ Total Investments ..... ” 3,259 3,349 3,001 — 97 — 3 

¢ U.S. Gov. Obligations .. ” 2,621 2,761 2,480 — 86 — 5 
Demand Deposits ..... ” 4,110 3,942 3,944 + 130 + 4 
Time Deposit ......... ” 1,741 1,697 1,582 — 2 8 


e Indicates Series Charted (pages 3, 4 or 5). For sources and Footnotes, see page 2. 
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OHIO EMPLOYEE GROSS EARNINGS?® 


r 
AREA May, 1955? April, 1955 
(County) Weekly | Hourly | Weekly | Hourly 
MANUFACTURING” 
Akron (117)*® $87.44 $2.25 $87.42 $2.24 
Canton (110) .........- 79.45 2.07 84.4 2.10 
Cincinati (393) ........ 79.32 1.91 79.05 1.93 
Cincinnati Met. Area*®@® 79.92 1.94 78.60 1.92 
Cleveland (733) ........ 91.15 2.15 87.93 2.14 
Cleveland Met. Area®®. 90.09 2.18 36 2.11 
Columbus (162) .. eee 80.01 1.97 78.83 1.96 
Dayton (124) .. 97.02 2.25 93.42 2.23 
Toledo (146) .... ee 87.69 2.19 92.15 2.27 
Youngstown (39) ese 90.75 2.29 88.13 2.26 
All Other Counties (920) 80.79 1.96 80.43 1.98 
Total 85. 2.08 83.9: 2.06 
TRADE AND Pus. UTILITIES 
Akron (121) .. ose 65.24 1.68 62.93 1.64 
Canton (94) ... 66.97 1.65 63.13 1.61 
Cincinnati (349) 60.78 1.56 60.53 1.59 
Cleveland (488) .. 78.02 1.94 74.46 1.88 
Columbus (226) 63.99 1.57 63.40 1.55 
Dayton (96) .......+.5. b b 67.24 1.66 
Toledo (138) .........+. 76.04 1.87 72.17 1.84 
Youngstown (151) ..... 58.08 1.49 58.10 1.49 
All Other Counties (1511) 68.46 1.72 69.71 1.76 
Total Ohio (3174).... 66.22 1.71 65.55 1.71 
CONSTRUCTION 
Akron (88) ..ccccccccce 105.76 2.86 102.08 2.86 
Canton (83) ......se.0. 101.01 2.76 101.40 2.76 
Cincinnati (121) ....... 91. 2.57 91.10 2.58 
Cleveland (185) ........ 114.23 3.01 111.29 2.97 
Columbus (54) ......... 95.6: 2.61 90.13 2.50 
eer 93.14 2.71 94.45 2.65 
Toledo (59) .......005- 109.71 2.92 108.69 2.88 
Youngstown (27) ...... 99.5: 2.74 99.11 2.65 
Other Counties (183) 105.53 2.76 101.12 2.76 
106.12 2.82 102.63 2.79 
ALL INDUSTRIES: 
Akron (276) ........+6. 80.77 2.08 79.87 2.07 
Canton (237) .......... 76.61 1.96 78.87 1.98 
Cincinnati (863) ....... 72.21 1.80 71.98 1.82 
Cleveland (1406) ....... 87.15 2.11 83.81 2.08 
lumbus (442) ........ 73.11 1.80 71.92 1.79 
Dayton (267) ........+. b b 84.78 2.06 
Toledo (343) .......... 84.2 2.10 85.01 2.18 
Youngstown (217) ..... 80.07 2.04 78.47 2.02 
All Other Counties (2614) 78.07 1.93 78.01 1.95 
Total Ohio (6665).... 78.47 1.95 76.93 1.94 


© Covers production workers including working foremen. 


® Cincinnati metropolitan area: Hamilton County, Ohio, and 
metro- 


Kenton and Campbell counties, Kentucky. Cleveland 


politan area: Cuyahoga and Lake counties, Ohio. For data by 
industry classification see Labor Market Information, pub- 
lished monthly by the Division of Research and Statistics of 
the Ohio Bureau of Unemployment Compensation. 
® Covers all employees except executives and other high-salaried 


employees. 


® Covers all construction employees except executives and other 
high loyees. 
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NEW AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS? 


8 MAJOR OHIO COUNTIES 


Change 

MAKE OF CAR May Apr. May May age 
1955 1965 1955 1955 of 

from from Total 

Apr. ay | 5 mos. 
1955 1954 1955 
% % %o 
+ 4 |+ 24 20 
+ 1 22 
— 8 | + 36 ll 
— 6 |+ 83 9 
+ 2 |+ 34 8 
— 3 |+ 41 
+ 3 | + 53 6 
— 8 | +130 5 
0 | +126 3 
+ 6 2 
— 8 |+ 58 2 
—12|+ 2 1 
+ 14 | +127 1 
— 6/;+ 4 1 
— 26 | + 58 1 
7 x 
+ 18 |— 15 x 
— 67 |— 95 x 
+ 18 |+ 90 x 
— 31 100 


June, 1955 ®@ 
Business in Ohio 
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Number Employed, Pay Rolls, 


1946 1948 Manufacturing Employment was up 1 per cent in May 
TOTAL MANUFACTURING. 11947-1949#100) — from April and 4 per cent from May 1954, but for the 
220 ™ 220 first five months of the year was 1 per cent below last 
1290 year. All but 3 of the 11 major manufacturing groups 
180 reported employment increases in May from April, and 
140 eee 140 all but 4 groups from May 1954, but for the first 5 months 
AN HOU of the year only 5 groups reported increases from the 
100 ; 100 same period last year. 
Manufacturing Pay Rolls were up 3 per cent in Ma 
60 PAYROLLS y 
69 from April, 15 per cent from May 1954, and for the first 
20 11) 20 5 months of the year were 7 per cent above last year. 
CHEMICALS All but 1 of the 11 major manufacturing groups reported 
220 rr 220 increases in May from April, all of the groups reported 
increases from May 1954, and for the first 5 months of 
180 180 the year all but 3 of the major groups reported increases 
from last year. 
140 14 
Bese EM ©  Man-Hours Worked in Manufacturing were up 2 per cent 
100 bro 100 in May from April, 10 per cent from May 1954, and 2 per 
PAYROLLS 
0 NuMsBer 
20 
INDEX 
CHANGE 
PRODUCTS 
220 — INDUSTRIAL GROUP wer | | 
1955 | 1955 
May | Apr from | from 1955 
180 180 1955 | 1955 | “aor. | May | from 
| 1965 | 1954 | 1954 
100 100 (2794)*...... 106 104 t 1 t ‘ 
Food Products (305)........... 8 8 4 — — 
60 | PAYROLLS 60 Bakery a8 12 — 1 
cellaneous (190).......... 83 82 1 — * —3 
Machi 95 94 1 
220 TT 220 ‘Blectrical Mach., Apparatus 
180 180 Material Handling and 
Power Machinery (13)..... 82 ss — 2—7 1 
140 140 Spec. Mach. and Appl. (346).|| 93 aes +1i—-1-—& 1 
NUMBER EMPLOYED Metal Products (644).......... 101 9 + 2 +11 + 2 1 
100 - 100 Forgings (88) 12 10 +2 +6 —4 
60 Screw Machine Products ~ 
| PAYROLLS ona (40) 98 7 + 2 +16 +9 1 
| ti} 20 Sheet Metal Work (103)..... 92 99 + 2 +10 —?* 1 
Stfolling Mills (106) 120 1177 +3 +14 +8 1 
In, (100) 
an USB (200)... 
220 TT] 220 Paper and Printing (295) ...... — * —.* 
Paper, incl. Stationery (23) .. 97 97 + * —2 —2 1 
180 180 Print. & Publishing (123)....|] 105 106 — * — 3 — 399 1 
Miscellaneous (149).......... 92 +3 +3 1 
Rubber Products (61).......... 94 +1 
140 ™ 140 Tires and Tubes (11)........ 87 8 +1 +12 + 188 | 
NUMBER EMPLOYED gq Miseellaneous (50) 116 «115 «1 +19 
100 100 "Products. (190) 9 48699 + * + 6 + 8 
PAYROLLS wen Brick and Tile (53).......... 10 101 +4 +12 + : ] 
60 60 Glass (22)... 1038 107 —4++2 + 1 
Vitreous and Semi-Vitreous 
China and Pottery (34).... 84 % + = + & $F 1 
and Parts 
180 180 Cars, Electric and ‘ 
Street Railway (5)........ b b b 
140 
| NUMBER EMPLOYED Tot. Trade & Pub. Utils. © (4398) || 108 108 — * — * — 1B } 
100 
100 Trade (Ret. & Whisi.) (2972)/} 93 93 + * — 2 — 4 
| Transp. Utils. (551) .. 108 198 t + + 
20 20 
Indexes of b loyed and of pay rolls are based on the ¢ 
1946 948 aman of 807,125 persons in 6951 establishments. in 


In some cases fewer firms report man-hours. 
For and f » see page 2. 
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June, 1955 ® 
;, hd Man-Hours in Ohio Industry 
May | cent for the first 5 months of the year. All but 1 of the 1946 1948 1950 1952 1954 1955 
the | major groups reported increases in May from April, all PAPER AND PRINTING (1947 -19492100) INDEX 
last | groups reported increases from May 1954, and all but 3 jg9' TTT 180 
oups | groups reported increases for the first 5 months of the | Bl 
and P year as compared with last year. 140 Poe | “0 
y NUMBER EMPLOYED 
mths Trade and Public Utilities Employment was down frac- j99 
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Business Conditions in 


1946 1948 1950 1952 1954 ' 1955 AKRON 
AKRON (1947-19492100) INDEX Both total employment and total pay rolls in- = 
220 . 220 creased 2 per cent in May from April. Compared 
200 200 with last year, current May employment was also 
up 2 per cent, and current May pay rolls were up 
180 4 1} tT? Wig 180 7 per cent. The only declines from May 1954 fig- 
ures occurred in construction. Cumulative employ- 
160 y WY ; 160 = ment figures during the first 5 months of 1955 to- ui 
140 -CMANUFACTURING PAYROLLS = 149 _—«talled 3 per cent less than during the first 5 months 
‘ a of 1954, but cumulative pay rolls in 1955 were 4 per 
120 -——4 120 cent higher than last year. = 
; 100 May retail sales were 16 per cent higher than ) 
“ May sales in 1954, and year-to-date sales were 13 
80 BANK so. per cent higher than in 1954. 1 
DEBITS ulutitit 60 Bank debits in May were 14 per cent above debits . 
60 . in April and 25 per cent above debits in May 1954, : 
May total employment increased 2 per cent over C 
180 =e April employment, but total pay rolls decreased I 
160 160 fractionally in May. Compared with data last year, 
May total employment was up 7 per cent, and May 
140 | MANUFACTURING 140 total pay rolls were up 16 per cent. For the first 
| 120 time in 1955, year-to-date employment was higher 

120 | | mee than employment in 1954. Pay rolls continued to 4 

100 —* ha . 100 ~=—_ total higher than pay rolls last year at the same 
point. 

rr BANK DEBITS| VY = Retail sales in May were 7 per cent above sales in 

60 60 May 1954, and sales during the first 5 months of 
1955 were 6 per cent above sales last year. 

40 Udiiiiiiis 40 The May-to-May comparison of bank debits 
CINCINNATI showed an increase of 26 per cent in 1955. , 
220 T TITTTITTTTTT 220 
200 200 CINCINNATI 

Manufacturing employment in May was 1 per cent 

180 ‘80 higher than in April and 5 per cent higher than in “ 

A 160 May 1954, but for the year-to-date 1955 employment 
i N was 2 per cent lower than in 1954. May manufac- : 

140 — v 140 ~=turing pay rolls were 2 per cent above April pay 

(MANUFACTURING PAYROLLS 120 rolls and 14 per cent above May pay rolls in 1954. 

120 In the first 5 months of 1955, manufacturing pay 
100 100 ~—sr rolls increased 6 per cent over pay rolls in the first 

5 months of 1954. 

80} -BANK DEBITS 80 Retail sales dropped 5 per cent from April to May, 

| | | Litittitis) 60 but sales this May were 13 per cent higher than 

60 sales last May. 

CLEVELAND TTT 220 The steel industry continued to operate at 91 per 
cent of capacity for the second month in a row. 

20 200 
180 180 CLEVELAND 

\ Af Total employment and total pay rolls in May had 
160 ~ \f- 160 gains of 1 per cent and 4 per cent, — 
‘ Law employment and pay rolls in April. Compared wi 

140 ‘eer PAYROLLO——— SJ on May 1954 figures, total employment in May this year 
120 | ‘ 120 +was up a fraction of 1 per cent, and total pay rolls 

were up 10 per cent. In year-to-date comparisons, 

100 100 total employment was down 4 per cent, and total r 

80 go —~Pay rolls were up 3 per cent. 

BANK DEBITS May sales of retail stores increased 18 per cent 
60 ‘ 60 over May sales last year. Total sales in the first 
| vilistartiy} 40 5 months in 1955 were 19 per cent greater than sales 
40 in 1954. 
1946 1946 1950 1952 1954 1955 


The steel industry operated at 100 per cent of ca- 
pacity in May, the first time since October 1953 that 
theoretical capacity had been reached. 
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CHANGE FroM 


Last 
MoNTH Last YEAR 
May | Apr. 
ITEM 1955 | 1955 | May May 5 
1955 1955 

Unit from from 1955 
or Index Apr. May from 
Base Period| ‘ (r) 1955 1954 1954 


Number Employed*:£ : % % % 
Total (329)* ......... 1947-49 105 103 + 2 + 2 — 3 
Manufacturing (117)* gn = 97 96 + 1 + 3 — 3 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (174)*.. “A 121 119 + 2 +1 — 1 
Construction (38)® ............ ot 97 84 +15 —1l — 22 

Pay Rolls**: Total” (329) 145 a. + + F + 4 

«Manufacturing (117)* ......... PH 137 136 + 1 + 8 + 565 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (174)*... ” 164 159 + 3 + 6 + 4 
Construction (38)* ............ a 158 132 +19 — 6 —19 

Retail Sales*-© (96)*..........ceeeeeee % e e + 4 + 16 ' 13 

Auto Registrations* §: New Cars Number 2,595 2,566 + 1 +48 + 389 

New Trucks 2066 234 —12 +33 + 24 

«Bank Debits 198 175 14 + 25 + 10 

Commercial Failures™ ..........Number 4 2 2+ + 4¢ — 2t 

Liabilities .....Thous. Dol. 592 19 + 7, + ¥ — 43 
Indus. Power Consump. Index*:*. . 1947-49 184 #128 + 7 +12 + 6 

Val. Bidg. Permits: Total® ..... 194 2083 4 +26 + 26 
267 #327 —18 +49 + 66 
Nonresidential 130 98 +33 —13 —17 

CANTON 
Number Employed?®:s : 
Total® (270)® 1947-49 95 3 +2 «7 + 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (127)*. = 91 90 +41—-—1— 8 
Construction (33)* ........... 107 10388 +4-—5 — 9 
Pay Rolls*-*: Total¥ (270)* 140 

Manufacturing 144 145 1+ +20 +14 
Trade and Pub. 125 1233 + 3 
Construction (33)* a 147 140 +5 +2 — 2 

Retail (51)* -% e + 2+ 7 + 6 

Auto Registrations* New Cars umber 1,458 1,336 + 9 +40 + 20 

New Trucks 149 118 +26 +655 — 2 

¢Bank Debits Index®t............1947-49 165 156 6 + 26 + 10 
Commercial Failures” ..........Number 3 1 2t + 2t 07 
Liabilities .....Thous. Dol. 16 7 +129 +23 — 67 

Val. Bldg. Permits®-*: Total® ....1947-49 267 92 +189 99 49 
Residential 240 60 +303 196 118 
337 193 +74 +652 — 9 

CINCINNATI 

Number Employed: ; 

-1947-49 87 8% +1 ++4+1— 4 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (512)*... ” 15 — 4 — 5 
Construction (121)® ......... 78 71 9 — 4 —15 
Pay Rolls*.*: Total¥ (1080) * im 137 134 2+8 + 2 
Manufacturing, (397)® ....... 162 159 2 + 14 + 6 
Trade and Utils. (512) 101 100 — 2 
121 111 +9 —M —21 
Retail Sales+S -% — 6 +138 +11 
Auto Registrations®-§: New Cars Number 4,157 4,289 — 383 +36 + 34 
New Trucks 329 297 +11 +22 — 1 
Retail Food Price Index™........1947-49 113 113 o-—2— 2 
*Bank Debits Index®t............1947-49 166 157 + 6 +410 + 4 
cial Failures ..........Number 2 + + — 

Liabilities* .....Thous. Dol. 51 o+F + — 87 

Val. Bldg. Permits™-t: Total® ... -1947-49 118 28 +651 — 30 : 

Nonresidential ........ 8 108 —17 +653 — 55 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate” Wks. Av. % 1 8 —1 +4 +29 

CLEVELAND 
Number Employed®:s: 
1947-49 101 100 + 1+ — 4 
Manufacturing (775)® .........  ” 101 101 +i1+2 — 4 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (765)*... ” 102 101 + = + = — 2 
Construction 92 84 +10 —19 — 26 
Pay Rolls®.¢; 152 146 + 4 + 10 + 8 
. Manufacturing (77 Pre io. = 155 147 +656 +15 + 5 
vade and Pub. (765) 151 149 + 1 + 6 + 5 
Construction (188)® ........... . 139 122 +14 —14 — 23 
e e — 2 +18 +419 
Auto Registrations*.: New Cars Number 8,824 8,700 + 1 +21 + 24 
New 464 + 24 +18 — 6 
Retail Food Price Index™¥...... 110 1088 +431-—2 — 2 
*Bank Debits Index®t.... «OT +17 + 5 
rcial Failures? ... ees 6 5 + 1+ — 4¢ — 10T 

Liabilities* .....Thous. Dol. 294 126 +133 —27 — 26 
Val. Bldg. Permits.t: Total® ....1947-49 305 135 +127 +21 + 8 
227 212 + 7 +114 + 62 
420 95 +344 13 — 6 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate? Wks. Av. Cap. 100 +1 +8 «=++ 31 


* Indicates Series Charted (Page 6). For Sources and Footnotes, see page 2. 


an 
its 
54, 
ver 
ar, 
lay 
rst 
her 
me 
i | 
in 
ent 
| in 
ent 
fac- 
pay 
954, 
pay 
irst 
lay, 
per 
over 
vith 
year 
rolls 
ons, 
otal 
cent 
first 
ales é 
that 


Page 7a 


Last 
MonTH Last Year 
May | Apr. 
ITEM 1955 | 1955 May May 5 
1955 1955 mos. 
Unit from from 1955 
or Index Apr. May from 
Base Period\| 1955 1954 1954 
COLUMBUS 
Number Employed®s: % % % 
Manufacturing (162)* ......... 1122 #112—- * + 1 —2 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (283)*... ” 1148 1148 — 1—2 —2 
Construction (54)* ........ 80 +11 +17 +14 
Pay Rolls®.t: Total® (499)* . 161 160 1 + 6 +4 
Manufacturing (162)* ......... 171 +170 = 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (283)*... ” 1468 168 + = + 4 + 3 
Construction (54)* 90 7 +17 +56 +65 
Retail Salest€ % +186 +2 
Auto Registrations? »8: New Cars Number 2,847 3,032 — 6 + 45 -+ 387 
New Trucks 277 + 17 + 27 +415 
Bank Debits Index®.t.......... «1947-49 148 149 — 1 — 2 + 4 
Commercial Failures™ ..........Nu 2 + Oot + 
Liabilities™ ..... 33 44 — 25 + 38 — 31 
Val. — a 1947-49 235 134 + 73 + 63 + 22 
273 156 + 76 +222 + 22 
+ 192 85 +124 —28 + 22 
DAYTON 
Number Employed®:£ : 
Total® 1947-49 95 +1+2 
Manufacturing (125)* ......... = 101 100 1 +4 + 8 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (131)*... ” 90 1 —1-— 3 
Construction (47)® ............ 59 62 6 —17 
Pay :Total¥ (303)* ..... 147 1422 + 4 t 13 t 7 
Manufacturing (125)* ......... 157 150 + 5 18 9 
Fi Trade and Pub. Utils. (131)*... ” 136 18383 +2 +6 + 4 
Construction (47)*® ............ 79 8 6 —19 —18 
Retail Salest-€ % e e — 3 +14 16 
Auto Registrations?:*: New Cars Number 2,190 2,369 — 8 + 31 87 
= ns New Trucks mn 160 155 + 38 +10 — 6 
e Bank Debits Index®-t............ 1947-49 183 167 + 9 +23 + 9 
Commercial Failures .......... Number 2 2 ot + 2t Or 
Liabilities™ ..... Thous. 8 29 —7m72+F7F +18 
Power Consump. 172 168 + 5 +17 +4 
Bldg. Permits™-*: Total® .. 218 513 -— 58 + 6 +61 
228 637 —64 + 82 +1650 
Nonresidential 187 481 -—61 —52 + 24 
TOLEDO 
Number Employed®-!: 
Total® (402)* 1947-49 89 88 + 1 + 4—1 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (196)*... ” 84 ss +i1—2 — 8 
Construction (59)*® ............ 71 — 2 —83 
Pay Rolls®.*: Total® (402)* 129 126 + 2 +14 + 7 
Manufacturing (147)* ..... 141 140 1 19 +10 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (196) 115 «110 5 6 + 3 
Construction (59)* ........ . 89 89 + * +4 + 2 
Retail Sales: (87)*......... % e e — 2 +10 + 4 
Auto Registrations* §: New Cars Number 2,365 2,285 t 4 t 18 + 13 
New Trucks 215 197 9 38 16 
Bank Debits 178 156 +14 +30 +18 
Commercial Failures™ ..........Number 2 3 — lf — 2t — 
Liabilities* .....Thous. Dol. 25 131 —81 —72 — 69 
Indus. Power Consump. Index*.t. .1947-49 179 164 + 9 +26 +17 
Val. Bldg. Permits™.t: Total® ..... 128 290 — 56 +44 + 35 
244 #180 +35 +659 + 47 
Nonresidential .............. 41 370 —s8so9 —21 22 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Number Employed®€: 
Total? 1947-49 91 89 t 3 6 — * 
Manufacturing (39)*® .......... 96 93 3 9 1 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (182)*... ” 89 87 + 2 + 5 1 
Construction (27)® 59 61 +16 —17 — 24 
Pay Rolls®.: Total¥ (248)* ..... 151 142 +6 +422 +i 
Manufacturing (39)* .......... 169 1588 + 6 +30 + 16 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (182)*... ” 122 119 + 3 + 6 + 3 
Construction 73 62 +18 —27 — 82 
Auto Registrations*.*: New Cars Number 1,101 1,089 + 1 t 42 + 37 
New Trucks 94 + 18 9 —?9 
Bank Debits 170 142 +19 + 34 + 
Commercial Failures ..... .....Number 1 or + 1t +_3 
Liabilities .....Thous. Dol. 30 +238 + ¥ +633 
Indus. Power Consump. Index: 127 18 +23 + 16 
Val. Bldg. Permits™.t : Total® 252 200 —18 —21 + 81 
481 427 +1 +15 +4 
i pa 138 266 —44 —56 + 6 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate” 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 97 +h + 
* Indicates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see page 2. 
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the Chief Ohio Cities 


COLUMBUS 

With the exception of construction, employment 
and pay rolls were fairly steady from April to May, 
since in the other categories no increase or decrease 
was more than 1 per cent. Increases in construction 
employment and pay rolls from April to May were 
11 per cent and 17 per cent. The only decline from 
year-ago May occurred in trade and public utilities 
employment. Columbus was the only city among the 
eight in which construction employment in 1955 
showed an increase over employment in 1954. How- 
ever, the 1954 level was lowered by a strike during 
April 1954. 

Retail sales in May were 7 per cent less than in 
April, but were 16 per cent higher than in May 1954. 

Although May bank debits were down from both 
earlier months, year-to-date debits were up 4 per cent 
in 1955. 


DAYTON 

May total employment was 1 per cent higher than 
employment in April and 2 per cent higher than 
employment in May 1954, although for the year-to- 
date total employment was down 1 per cent in 1955. 
Total pay rolls in May increased 4 per cent over pay 
rolls in April and 13 per cent over pay rolls in May 
last year. Total pay rolls in the first 5 months of 
1955 were 7 per cent higher than in 1954. 

Bank debits in May were 9 per cent above debits 
in April and 23 per cent above debits in May 1954. 

Industrial power consumption rose 5 per cent from 
April to May and was 17 per cent higher this May 
than last. 


TOLEDO 


An increase of 1 per cent from April to May oc- 
curred in both manufacturing employment and man- 
ufacturing pay rolls. Compared with last May, 
gains in the current period were 9 per cent in 
manufacturing employment and 19 per cent in pay 
rolls. During the first 5 months in 1955, employ- 
ment in manufacturing was up only fractionally, 
but pay rolls were up 10 per cent from last year. 

May bank debits showed substantial gains over 
both earlier months—14 per cent over April and 
30 per cent over May last year. 

Industrial power consumption in May, up 26 per 
cent over last May, continued to display an increase 
over consumption in 1954. 


YOUNGSTOWN 

All industries employment totalled 3 per cent 
higher in May than in April, and all industries pay 
rolls totalled 6 per cent higher than in April. Cur- 
rent May figures were 6 per cent above year-ago 
May employment and 22 per cent above year-ago 
May pay rolls in all industries. Due to a decrease 
in year-to-date construction employment, all indus- 
tries employment was fractionally below employ- 
ment in the first 5 months of 1954. 
Bank debits during May showed a 19 per cent 
increase over debits during April and a 34 per cent 
Increase over debits during May 1954. 
: Industrial power consumption also had large gains 
in May, increasing 18 per cent over April consump- 
tion and 23 per cent over May 1954 consumption. 
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Union Representation Elections in Ohio, 1954 


In Ohio, in the 12 months July 1, 1953 to June 30, 1954, 
the National Labor Relations Board supervised 318 col- 
lective bargaining elections and 11 decertification elec- 
tions, to determine what labor organization, if any, em- 
ployees desired to have represent them in bargaining with 
employers. 

The available statistics on these elections are sum- 
marized in the table. Some of the conclusions suggested 
by the present data are: 


High Participation in Voting 

In the collective bargaining elections 32,006 out of the 
85,543 employees eligible to vote, or 90 per cent, did vote. 
In the decertification elections 88 per cent voted. In all, 
a much better record than is attained in political elections. 


Low Proportion of Employees Involved 

The total of 329 elections in a 12 months period in a 
great industrial state like Ohio involved only 36,538 em- 
plcyees out of nearly 2 million Ohio manufacturing, con- 
struction, mining and mercantile employees subject to the 
NLRB Act. This is less than 2 per cent of the total 
number of employees. 


Since the matter of union representation is an issue 
that is always potentially “alive,” it would appear that 
the principle of collective bargaining between employers 
and representatives of employees must now have reached 
relatively wide acceptance, or at least is being treated by 
Ohio employers and employees alike as one of the facts of 
economic life today. 


the total of 318 collective bargaining elections; 54 per 
cent favored a union in decertification elections. The 
smaller proportion of employees favoring a union in the 
decertification elections (all of which covered establish- 
ments in which employees must have had experience with 
union representation) may be of possible significance. 
However, the number of cases here is too small to suggest 
any solid conclusions. 


Unaffiliated Unions Had Best Win Record 


The figures indicate that “unaffiliated unions” won a 
larger percentage of the elections in which they were 
involved than either the AFL or CIO. 


AFL Had Better Win Record Than CIO 


In the elections in fiscal 1954 in Ohio AFL unions won 
59 per cent of the elections in which they participated; 
CIO unions 44 per cent. (This is not to be interpreted 
as meaning that the AFL unions defeated the CIO unions 
more frequently than they lost, since there is no indi- 
cation in the available figures as to how many of the 
elections involved a contest between AFL unions and 
CIO unions.) 


Employers Win Elections 'Too 


Even though unionization has continued to expand, the 
election figures are notable for the fact that in at least 
one third of the cases the employer wins (if the em- 
ployer can always be assumed to be in favor of no union 
representation.) The percentage won figures here are 
somewhat uncertain and are included in only a tentative 


NUMBER OF NLRB UNION REPRESENTATION ELECTIONS, AND VOTES CAST, BY KIND OF LABOR ORGANIZATION, 
OHIO, FISCAL YEAR, 1954” 


318 Collective Bargaining Elections 


11 Decertification Elections 


Labor Organization Namber 
Participated In Won % Won 


Vv 
Number 


otes Number Votes 
Per Cent Participated In Won Number Per Cent 


138 


30 
= 54% 


37 24 6 
318(?) 10,534 9 401 46% 
32,006 876 100% 
Total Eligible to Vote 35,543 995 
Per Cent Voting 90% 88% 


Employees in Unions Choosing 
Union Representation 22,908 (a) 


® July t 1953 to June 30, 1954. ® Valid Votes Cast. ® Not available. © See 


Source: Special data supplied by administrative statistics Branch Administrative Division, National Labor Relations Board, Courtesy Jack S. Evans, 
Cincinnati Regional Director. 


Moderztely High Average Size of Establishment 

With 329 elections and a total of 36,538 employees, the 
average size of establishment in which an election was 
held was one of about 111 employees. This is slightly 
higher than the average size of manufacturing establish- 
ment in Ohio, and higher than the average size in other 
fields. 


More Employees Favor Union Representation 


The gross figures on the number of votes cast indicate 
that where the issue was brought to a contest, 67 per 
cent of the employees voted for a union of some kind in 


way, since it is not known in how many of the 318 col- 
lective bargaining elections the employer may have been 
more or less sitting on the sidelines and watching a con- 
test between different unions, and in how many of the 
elections the issue was primarily whether there should be 
union representation or none at all. Since the total 318 
is used as the divisor to obtain the 33 per cent won fig- 
ures for “no union,” it represents the minimum that the 
percentage could be. It may and probably does understate 
what might be considered the “win record” of employers. 


James C. Yocum 
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